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profit-making nor the existence of a capitalist class as the leaders
and directors of industry is indispensable to wealth production
on a colossal scale, or to its continuous increase.
. . . Assuming that the increase in wealth production and in
population continue at their present compound rates, it seems
likely that, in the course of two or three decades, the U.S.S.R.
will have become the wealthiest country in the world, and at the
same time the community enjoying the greatest aggregate of
individual freedoms.
... It is these outstanding features of the emergent morality of
Soviet Communism that seem to us to mark it off from that of all
other civilisations. In particular, it is just these features that
enable Communist morality to embrace more than the exaction of
the performance of duty. Within its sphere is also the positive
provision not only of universal opportunity for the enjoyment of
life, but also of equal provision of leisure for individual disposal.
It is an essential part of the Good Life in the U.S.S.R. that every
person should actually have the opportunity of working at the
job that he finds within his capacity and chooses as that which he
likes best. Labour, the Bolsheviks declare, is to cease to be merely
continuous drudgery of an inferior class or race, and is to be made
a matter of honour and a joy for every member of the community.
SIDNEY and BEATRICE WEBB : Soviet
Communism, a New Civilisation.
We are still sometimes told that under Socialism the State must
be the only employer! As a matter of fact, more than one-half
of the adult inhabitants of the Soviet Union find themselves out-
side the ranks of public employees, even in the widest sense of
that term. They are not in receipt of wage or salary at all, but
work on their own account as handi-craftsmen, fishermen or
agriculturists, calling no man master, but producing either each
for himself and family, or jointly as partners in co-operative
production societies (artels or kolkhozi); after payment of the
Government dues, selling their own products freely to consumers
at the best price they can get. . . .
... In 1917 no economist in the Western world imagined that
the elimination of competitive profit-making could possibly result
in greater initiative and inventiveness in all fields: increased in-
vestment and rationalisation by the captains of industry, when